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Subject:Subject: October Guide to Grants
Date:Date:
From:From: Rep. Andy Kim
To:To:

Congressman Kim's Guide to Grants – October 2023

 

Welcome to the 3rd Congressional District’s October Guide to Grants! We hope you are doing well and
enjoying spooky season this Halloween! Our October was busy with great visits and learning more about the
wonderful initiatives across our district. We also were proud to host webinars to deliver information and
resources to help prioritize people’s safety in our community and meet local needs. Always feel free to reach
out to us for support! 

 

A Visit to the Arc Mercer
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Congressman Kim toured The Arc of Mercer County’s headquarters this month to learn more about available
services and speak with the staff who deliver a variety of services and programs to neighbors with intellectual
and developmental disabilities. We are proud to support their work and continued care for our community.

 

OCTOBER SUCCESS STORY

 

Congressman Kim Helps Secure $2.8 Million in Grant Funding for Freight Rail Infrastructure
Improvements to Bolster New Jersey Supply Chains

 

On October 12, Congressman Kim announced that the American Short Line and Regional Railroad
Association (ASLRRA) was awarded $2.8 million from the Federal Railroad Administration’s Consolidated
Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements program to bolster and increase efficiency in our statewide
supply chain.
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This grant funding will provide rail safety and rail supply chain upgrades through the Consolidated Rail
Infrastructure and Safety Improvements (CRISI) program. The project will have a dramatic impact on
improving the long-term safety, and security of the railroad’s operation throughout New Jersey and the
Northeast Corridor.

 

“ASLRRA is grateful for the leadership of Congressman Andy Kim and all those members of the U.S. Senate
and the U.S. House of Representatives from the Northeast who have supported this critical project,” said
Chuck Baker, ASLRRA’s president. “We also appreciate FRA’s support for this grant, which will help
advance technology and ease PTC data bottlenecks that will allow our short line members to move goods and
freight more efficiently throughout the Northeast Corridor (NEC). The project also has important benefits for
passenger and commuter rail along the NEC, and we look forward to working with Wabtec and all our
partners to further improve fluidity along the rail network.”

 

IN CASE YOU MIDDED IT:

INTERNET FOR ALL WEBINAR - A COMMUNITY CONVERSATION 

 

On October 5th, Congressman Kim hosted a webinar on improving high-speed internet access in New Jersey.
He and panelists from the National Telecommunications and Information Administration and New Jersey
Board of Public Utilities hosted a listening session to hear about your experiences and internet needs. They
also discussed how the bipartisan infrastructure law will deliver funds to expand broadband internet access
across the state. Municipalities, agencies, and residents also had the chance to share their needs about internet
access and connectivity speeds.

 

Catch-up on the webinar!

 

A COMMUNITY CONVERSATION WITH LOCAL NONPROFITS

 

On October 12th, Congressman Kim gathered nonprofit agencies associated with the Lawrence Township
Community Foundation to talk over the various services our office provides including assistance to residents
with federal agencies, congressional youth programs, grants support and how to work with our outreach team.

 

Watch the conversation here!
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SECURITY BRIEFING FOR NEW JERSEY INTERFAITH LEADERS

 

On October 18th, Congressman Kim hosted over 100 Interfaith Leaders and local security experts to talk
about how to keep Houses of Worship safe and provide an update on the current threat landscape. He was
joined by staff from the New Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness, New Jersey Attorney
General's Office, New Jersey FBI - Newark Office, New Jersey State Police, New Jersey Office of Faith Based
Initiatives, and New Jersey Cybersecurity and Communications Integration Cell.

 

To view of recording of this webinar, click HERE

 

If you would like to receive the resources provided by the panelists, please email:

lynette.whiteman@mail.house.gov

 

WRITING A GRANT? DON'T FORGET TO REQUEST A LETTER OF SUPPORT!

 

Are you working or planning on submitting a grant? Our office may be able to submit a Letter of Support on
your behalf! These letters are accepted for most federal grants and some New Jersey State Grants or alternate
funding sources that derive a portion of their funding from the federal government.

 

If you’re not sure if you are eligible for a letter of support – reach out to us, we’d be happy to work with you
to check.

 

To request a letter, you can email lynette.whiteman@mail.house.gov or request a letter of support online.

 

UPDATES: FROM FEDERAL LEGISLATION TO DIRECT SAVINGS AND FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES

 

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (Bipartisan Infrastructure Law/BIL) – Grants and
Resources

BIL Program Guide: This guide allows you to search keywords to identify programs opening throughout the
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next five years thanks to the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, which Congressman Kim was proud to help pass
into law last year.

 

Congressman Kim hosted a webinar to provide information about Internet Connectivity and Access from
funding derived from the BIL. As a follow up to this discussion, you can take a look at the FCC National
Broadband Map to check your address and the status of your connectivity. If you disagree with this map,
look over the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s guidance on the challenge
process.

 

The Office of Broadband Connectivity also just posted their Initial Proposal/Volume 1 for comments!

 

Inflation Reduction Act (IRA)– Grants, Resources and Tax Credits

You may already be eligible for tax credits that will make it easier and more affordable for you to upgrade to
more efficient appliances, purchase an electric vehicle, install residential clean energy systems, and save
money on your energy bills. All the tax credits are available as of January 2023, but it may take 1-2 years for
the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities to implement some of the rebate programs.

 

Learn how you can take advantage of the clean energy incentives through our office’s resource page HERE!

 

IRA Program Guide:  This guide allows you to search keywords to identify relevant programs and tax
credits.

 

Announcing – American Climate Corps

President Biden announced a new initiative to train young people in high-demand skills for jobs in the clean
energy economy. The goal of The American Climate Corps is to put a new generation of Americans to work
conserving our lands and waters, bolstering community resilience, advancing environmental justice, deploying
clean energy, implementing energy efficient technologies, and tackling climate change. American Climate
Corps members will gain the skills necessary to access good-paying jobs that are aligned with high-quality
employment opportunities after they complete their paid training or service program.

 

More information about this initiative.
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Sign up for updates and learn how to get involved.

UPCOMING GRANT OPPORTUNITIES, DEADLINES, AND RESOURCES 

 

FEMA – Federal Emergency Management Agency

Funding to Increase Climate Resilience

FEMA announced $1.8 billion available for two grant programs designed to help communities increase their
resilience to the effects of climate change, including increasingly frequent and extreme weather events. 

 

The Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) annual grant program makes $1 billion
available for projects that protect people and infrastructure from natural hazards and the effects of climate
change. The Flood Mitigation Assistance program makes $800 million available for projects that mitigate
flood risks facing homes and communities nationwide.

 

FEMA provides additional financial and technical support to help overburdened and underserved communities
build resilience. This includes cost share adjustments and helps complete a Benefit-Cost Analysis for certain
communities.

 

The agency is also expanding BRIC Direct Technical Assistance with a goal to add at least 80 more
communities to the current 74 local jurisdictions nationwide.

 

The application period opens on Oct. 16. Eligible applicants must apply for funding using FEMA Grants
Outcomes, FEMA’s grants management system. Applications must be submitted in the portal no later than 3
p.m. ET on Feb. 29, 2024. FEMA will not consider applications after this deadline. The application deadlines
are for applicants only. Local governments should consult with their state, Tribal or territorial agency to
confirm deadlines to submit sub-applications.

 

Nonprofit Security Grant Program (NSGP) FY2024 Winter Webinar Series

The Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Grant Programs Directorate (GPD) invites interested
organizations to attend upcoming webinars regarding the Nonprofit Security Grant Program (NSGP). The
NSGP is a competitive grant awarded to nonprofit organizations at high risk of a terrorist or other extremist
attack for the purposes of facility hardening and other security enhancements.

Please note that depending on the timing of a Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 appropriations bill, final FY 2024
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information on the NSGP may not be available at the time of the webinars.

 

Upcoming Webinars:

Tuesday, November 7

3:00 PM

Registration link

Thursday, November 9

2:00 PM

Registration link

Tuesday, November 14

3:00 PM

Registration link

Tuesday, November 28

2:00 PM

Registration link

Friday, December 8

3:00 PM

Registration link

Tuesday, December 19

2:00 PM

Registration link

Wednesday, December 20

3:00 PM

Registration link

FY 2023 AFG Programs Status Update

The FY 2023 AFG application period is expected to open January 2024. More information will be
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forthcoming as definitive dates are set. In the meantime, there are several things that can be done to start
preparing for the next funding opportunity. 

 

Below is a list of things that you can do now to start preparing for the upcoming FY 2023 AFG Application
Period. 

Verify your organization’s SAM.gov account is Active. 
Ensure grant writing staff have accounts and appropriate permissions in FEMA GO. 
Conduct a Risk Assessment to determine your greatest needs. Compare your needs to the priorities of
the program once the FY23 funding notice is released to identify what you should request. 
Poll vendors to start determining the costs of items you plan to request. 
If requesting a vehicle, establish your committee and develop specifications. 
Use the Application Checklist to gather information needed to complete the application. 
Use the Self-Evaluation Sheets to start drafting the four scored sections of the application narrative.
These documents provide the exact criteria that panelists will be looking for in your narrative at panel
review. There is one for Operations and Safety and another for Vehicle applications. 
Use the Narrative Development Guide to help identify ways that you can address the criteria outlined
in the Self-Evaluation Sheets. 
Write your narrative now. It is easily pasted into the application once the application period opens.
This will allow ample time for others to review what you’ve written and provide feedback. 
Contact your Regional Fire Program Representative with any questions. 

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Rural Energy for America Program Renewable Energy Systems & Energy Efficiency Improvement
Guaranteed Loans & Grants
USDA Rural Development provides loans and grants to help expand economic opportunities, create jobs, and
improve the quality of life for millions of Americans in rural areas. This assistance supports infrastructure
improvements; business development; housing; community facilities such as schools, public safety, health
care, and high-speed internet access in rural, tribal, and high-poverty areas. Application Deadlines:
12/31/2023; 3/31/2024; and 6/30/2024, to the USDA Rural Development State Office

 

Business and Industry Guaranteed Loans
USDA Rural Development Loan guarantees to improve, develop, or finance business, industry, and
employment and improve the economic and environmental climate in rural
communities. Application Deadline: Open

 

Intermediary Relending Program
USDA Rural Development provides low-interest loans to local lenders known as intermediaries, who then
relend the funds to businesses to improve economic conditions and create new opportunities in rural
communities. Application Deadlines: 12/31/2023; 3/31/2024; and 6/30/2024, to the USDA Rural
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Development State Office

 

Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant (REDLG) Programs 
USDA Rural Development provides funding for rural projects through local utility organizations. USDA
provides zero-interest loans to local utilities which they, in turn, pass through to local businesses (ultimate
recipients) for projects that will create and retain employment in rural areas. Application Deadlines:
12/31/2023; 3/31/2024; and 6/30/2024, to the USDA Rural Development State Office

 

Rural Business Investment Program
USDA Rural Development provides a Rural Business Investment Company (RBIC) license to newly formed
developmental capital organizations to fill the need for business and development capital in rural areas. The
program works with for-profit developmental capital funds. Application Deadline: Open

 

Climate Smart Practices on Agricultural Land

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is making more than $3 billion in funding available for
agricultural producers and forest landowners nationwide to participate in voluntary conservation programs and
adopt climate-smart practices in fiscal year 2024 as part of the Investing in America agenda. 

These funds provide direct climate mitigation benefits, advance a host of other environmental co-benefits, and
expand access to financial and technical assistance for producers to advance conservation on their farm, ranch
or forest land through practices like cover cropping, conservation tillage, wetland restoration, prescribed
grazing, nutrient management, tree planting and more.    

For more information and a link to apply click HERE

 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced it has opened the 2023 Clean School Bus (CSB)
Rebate Program. The 2023 rebate program offers at least $500 million in rebate funding for clean school
buses and zero-emission school buses with the potential to modify this figure based on the application pool
and other factors.

 

Applications for the program are due by 4 p.m. ET on Jan. 31, 2024. Learn more about program eligibility
and application requirements.

 

EPA is also working closely with the Joint Office of Energy and Transportation (Joint Office) to provide
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school districts with support as they plan for and implement adding electric school buses to their fleets. CSB
Rebate Program applicants and participants can receive technical assistance from the Joint Office through one-
on-one meetings, public webinars, and coordination on resource materials.

 

Read the announcement to learn more about this rebate funding opportunity. 

 

US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

NJ Department of Community Affairs (DCA) - Office of Homelessness Prevention

HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION AND RAPID RE-HOUSING 2 PROGRAM (HPRP2) – FY24

DCA’s Office of Homelessness Prevention to invite agencies that have at least three (3) years of experience
successfully administering and operating homelessness prevention, street outreach, homelessness diversion,
and/or rapid re-housing programs in the state to apply for funding opportunities through the
HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION AND RAPID RE-HOUSING 2 PROGRAM (HPRP2) – FY24. 

 

A Mandatory Technical Assistance webinar will be held through via MS Teams on the following date:

TA Session: Thursday, 11/2/2023 - 10:00 am to 11:30 am

To sign up for the mandatory TA session to learn more about this funding opportunity, please click here.

 

Funding will be awarded on a competitive basis, and all applications must be submitted through DCA SAGE.
To be eligible, agencies must provide services to the entirety of a County and/or Region and have a physical
presence in a County/Region to provide in-person services.

 

If your nonprofit agency or government entity is interested in applying for this funding opportunity, but would
like to learn more, please visit our TA session sign-up form via this link.

 

The application deadline is 12/1/2023, and all interested agencies are encouraged to submit their
applications as soon as possible.

 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) announced its first-ever Funding Navigator, an
interactive tool that allows the user to browse and sort funding opportunities for billions of dollars in funding
available under the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) and the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL).
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Potentially eligible entities will be able to sort funding resources based on audience, activity, funding type,
location, and other items.

 

To access the Build for the Future Funding Navigator click HERE

 

Institute of Museum and Library Sciences

 

The Museum Grants for African American History and Culture (AAHC) program is designed to build the
capacity of African American museums and support the growth and development of museum professionals at
African American museums.

The AAHC program supports projects that nurture museum professionals, build institutional capacity, and
increase access to museum and archival collections at African American museums and Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs).

 

For more information click HERE

 

National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)

Performing Arts Readiness

 

The Performing Arts Readiness (PAR) project is offering resources that assist organizations with emergency
planning and contribute to their sustainability during crises. Grants are available to support the creation of
emergency plans, development of a disaster network resource, and the hosting of emergency preparedness
consultants. Learn more about each grant opportunity here. 

 

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)

 

The National Endowment for the Humanities supports research, education, preservation, and public programs
in the humanities.
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To learn more about them and explore their various funding opportunities, click HERE

 

Assistance to Lower Heating Costs – U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), through the Administration for Children &
Families (ACF), announced nearly $3.7 billion in Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
funds to help lower heating costs for American families this winter.

Additionally, HHS announced the new LIHEAP eligibility tool. The new user-friendly LIHEAP eligibility tool
allows households across the country to quickly identify if they might be eligible for LIHEAP assistance by
inputting basic information like income and household size.

The LIHEAP eligibility tool is available in English, Spanish, traditional Chinese and simplified Chinese.
Individuals interested in applying for energy assistance can also visit energyhelp.us or call the National
Energy Assistance Referral (NEAR) hotline toll-free at 866-674-6327.

 

NONPROFIT TIP OF THE MONTH FROM GRANTS.GOV

 

NJ State Library – Finding Grant Funding with Foundation Directory

WHEN: November 14th, 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.

PRESENTER: Leigh Clark, Business and Funding Information Librarian

Did you know that you can research grant funding for free through the New Jersey State Library using the
Foundation Directory database? During this webinar, they will explore recent changes to Foundation
Directory and discuss how to access the database, perform searches, and evaluate grantmaker profiles.

 

Register HERE

 

WE ARE HERE TO HELP

 

As always, we encourage you to reach out to our office if there is we can support your efforts. Our Director of
Grants Lynette stands ready to help and can be reached at lynette.whiteman@mail.house.gov.

 

Reach out if we can assist with: 
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Writing a Letter of Support to accompany your Federal Grant Requests
Connecting you with a Federal Grant Congressional Liaison to answer questions that may not be
covered in the Notice of Funding Opportunity
For some Federal Grants, obtaining a review and feedback if your grant was denied, so your next
application is stronger
Working with our Congressional Liaisons to do research to see if there is a Federal Grant that would
fund your proposed project or grant

Please feel free to share this e-newsletter with any colleagues or nonprofits that you think will benefit. They
can also sign up for our newsletter(s) here. 

 

Thank you for all you do to better our communities and support our neighbors. Our office is always willing to
meet with you and support your efforts. Don’t hesitate to reach out!

 

Sincerely,

 

The Office of Congressman Andy Kim

To subscribe to additional newsletters or to unsubscribe, please click here

To opt out of all future updates from our office, please click here




